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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . I3 This communication is responsive to 4/14/05 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-9, 12, 14-25, 28. 30-31 are renumbered 1-25, respectively . 

3. [><] The drawings filed on 06 June 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c)QNone of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 
wherein processing the recorded information comprises determining, responsive 

to the time of arrival, transit times of the at least one intercepted packet over network 

links connected to the respective locations and traversed by the at least one intercepted 

packet and 

wherein the plurality of end-points comprises a source end-point and a 
destination end-point, and 

wherein transmitting the one or more data packets comprises transmitting 
original packets from the source end-point to the destination end-point, and receiving 
corresponding echo packets returned from the destination end-point, both the original 
and the echo packets meeting the at least one criterion, and 

wherein determining the transit times comprises determining round-trip transit 
times by intercepting both the original packets and the corresponding echo packets, in 
the specific combination as recited in the claim. 

Regarding claim 16, the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 

wherein the testing center is operative to determine, responsive to the record 
times of arrival, transit times of the at least one intercepted packet over the network 
links connected to the respective locations and traversed by the at least one intercepted 
packet, and 
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wherein the determined transit times comprise round-trip transit times, 
determined by transmitting original packets from a source end-point to a destination 
end-point, and receiving corresponding echo packets returned from the destination end- 
point responsive to the original packets, both the original and the echo packets meeting 
the criterion, and 

wherein both the original packets and the corresponding echo packets are 
intercepted by the one or more network agents, in the specific combination as recited in 
the claim. 

Regarding claim 31 , the prior art fails to teach a combination of the steps of: 
wherein the instructions cause the computer to determine, responsive to the 
recorded times of arrival, transit times of the at least one intercepted packet over the 
network links connected to the respective locations and traversed by the at least one 
intercepted packet, and 

wherein the determined transit times comprise round-trip transit times, 
determined by transmitting original packets from a source end-point to a destination 
end-point, and receiving corresponding echo packets returned from the destination end- 
point responsive to the original packets, both the original and the echo packets meeting 
the criterion, and 

wherein both the original packets and the corresponding echo packets are 
intercepted by the one or more network agents, in the specific combination as recited in 
the claim. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan D Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3153. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00AM-4:30PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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